

Referee Seminar 28th August 2011
Some of you may be aware that I am busy trying to arrange a ‘Referee Seminar’ pre conference this year. This event will be held at Richard Huish College in Taunton on 28th August 2011 and commence at 1100am. I anticipate the presentation will last until about 3 or 4 pm.
I understand that some officials will already have applied and paid for their space at EB’s conference in September, but I believe this is our opportunity to come together as a group regularly to learn and improve, to offer advice and support to those new officials eager to progress and so I would urge you all to attend where able. 
The talks will be both classroom and sports hall based and provide officials at all levels a real opportunity to learn from some of the most experienced and knowledgeable referees and commissioners in our area. During the summer I have been liaising with Will Jones (FIBA), Haydn Jones (FIBA) and Gavin Williams (FIBA) who are fully behind the concept of pulling all of the referees together at all levels in our area to supply them with quality information regarding all aspects of officiating. With this in mind they very much want to be part of this initiative which will also incorporate officials from the South Wales area as well. Roy Parsloe has also agreed to impart his knowledge and understanding of the assessors/observers program. This is an invaluable tool to those wishing to work on their game, accepting quality feedback in order to improve.

This is definitely not a seminar for ‘elite’ referees. I want everyone to feel they have something to learn and offer. It is my intention that just like the ‘Best in the West’ tournament which started this year, this group of officials will not only meet on a regular basis but grow, sharing their knowledge and issues that are common to all of us at all levels. This will not only benefit referees at every level but the game in general. It is my hope that the standard of officiating at all levels across our region will improve with this proposal. I am certain this idea will set the West and Wales apart from other regions in terms of the development of their referees.
I have been asked to provide presentations to referees in the individual regions post conference to talk about new rules and interpretations, but I want to bring all our referees together. Therefore each region has agreed to assist with the cost of this program as they can see the benefit, which will mean the only cost to you is the fuel you have to put in your car to get to Taunton. If you can put four people in a car this will ensure the cost is manageable. I have also stated in the past that as paid professionals at whatever level you referee it is essential to recognise the importance of ‘investing’ in your own development. I really hope all of you can make this date. 
Just to summarise -:

This seminar will cost you nothing but the fuel used to attend. This presentation will be aimed at all referees across our region at every level and will include officials from South Wales. If this initiative only attracts referees who work at the higher level I will have failed. The day will include presentations in a classroom setting and mechanics sessions on the floor in the sports hall. You will of course be encouraged to ask as many questions as you can.

There will be referees who I have not copied into this email, please could I ask you to forward this to whoever you believe should have sight of it.

Finally, could I ask you to return this email to me with an indication of whether you can or cannot attend. 

Kindest Regards 
Darren Bolt 

